Good evening, Deputy Headmaster, Staff, Parents, Special Guests and Marist rugby players

This year Marist rugby had 388 registered players and 22 teams competing across all age groups and divisions - this is the largest of any rugby club in Canberra.

I would like to thank our amazing committee who without them it would not be possible for all our players to represent Marist every weekend and who co-ordinate well over a 100 volunteers every week to make Marist rugby possible. The committee's work predominately goes unseen to most, however in the background they all work extremely hard to make it possible for all our rugby players and the rugby community as a whole to enjoy the Marist rugby experience.

Our committee is the envy of others around Canberra, in the past month alone I have had two schools reach out to me directly to ask how do we do it so well here at Marist. The answer is simple, we have a great community of parents, staff and friends who see the value in volunteering for their boys.

A big thankyou to our canteen crew, these ladies spend many hours mid week, prepping for our home games and then give up their entire Saturdays - at times missing their own sons games to make sure everyone is well fed.

To all of our sponsors, many of whom are parents and old boys and are here tonight - a big thank you. Because of your generous support we have been able to purchase new training aids, support tours, bring in specialist coaches and the list goes on.

To all our Marist rugby players before us, well done to all of you for a great season, whether you played in the 10 blues, the 13 sky or the 1st xv you have all represented the Marist jersey with pride, humility and respect.

A big congratulations to all those players who have made representative teams throughout the year and good luck to those who will be competing in upcoming representative tournaments. 

To our year 12 boys who will be wearing the blue and blue for the last time this weekend - enjoy the moment and play with pride knowing you have forged unbreakable bonds over the years with your teammates. Some of you will continue your rugby journey whilst others will hang up the boots,,,,, regardless your Marist rugby memories will stay with you for life.

Finally good luck to all our grand finalists who will be playing this coming weekend. Lets all get out and support all our teams representing the blue and blue.

Thank you

